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BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
NAMF OF BRANCH. PLACE OF MIEETING. DATE.

BISInINGHASI AND MID- Hen aincl Chickens Thursday,
LAND COUNTIES. Hotel, April 21st,
[General Meeting.] Birmingham. 6 P.M.

BATH AND BRISTOL. York House, Thurs., April
[General Meeting.] Bathl. 21st, 7 r.M

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH:
SOCIAL AND SCIENTIFIC MIEETINGS OF THE 1EMBERS RESIDENT

IN RIOCHESTEIR, MAIDSTONE, GRAVESEND, DARTFORD,
AND THEIR VICINITIES.

A social and scientific meeting of mem-lbers of the South-
Eastern Branch resident in Rochester, Maidstolne, Gravesend,
Dartford, and their vicirnities, will be held on

Friday, April 29th, 1859, at 3.30, at the Town Hall, Dart-
fordl.

The members resident in this district will be gratified by the
attendarnce and assistance of any of the members of the British
Medical Association.

JAMEs DUL.VEY, Honorary Secretary.
Brompton, Chathalt.

REPORT OF MEETING OF COMMITTEE
OF COUNCIL:

Held in Birminghamz, 0o1 the 5th instant.
PRESENT :-Sir Charles Hastings (in the Chlair); Dr. H. Bar.
lker; Mr. J. R. Humphreyls; Dr. James Johnson; Dr. Lan-
kester; Mr. Terry; Dr. Vose; Mr. Waters; Mr. Watkin Wil-
liams; Dr. 0Oier Ward; and Dr. P. H. Williams.
The Financial Report for the year 1S58, was read by the

Treasurer. [It is printed below.]
The following resolutions were adopted:-
1. That the Financial Report for last year be published in

the JOURNAL.
2. That the Rules received from Dr. 0. Ward, and read by

the Secretary, be the Laws of the Metropolitan Counties
Branch.

3. That this Committee, having had brought before them the
Petition to Parliament by the Association for the Promotion of
Social Science in favour of more active legislation on the
subject of Public Healtb, request the Chairman to sign a
similar petition on their behalf, and recommend the same for
adoption by the District Branches.

4. That the list of members who have joined the Association
since the commencement of the present year, be published in
an early number of the JOURNAL.

5. That the next Annual Meeting of the Association be.
liolden in Liverpool, in the last week of July; and tbat Dr. Vose,
Mr. Waters, and the General Secretary, be requested, as a Sub-
Committee, to carry out the arrangements.

Sir C. Hastings stated that it was proposed by the Shrop-
shire Branch that the Medico-Etbical Society of Shropshire
should join the British Medical Association. No rule of the
Society being likely to interfere with the Laws of the Associa-
tion, the feelingc of the Committee was unanimous in favour of
the amalgamation.

Commnuinications were read from Dr. Leet, Dr. Mackesy,
and Dr. T. Littleton.

CHARLES HASTINGS,
PHirnp H. WILLIAMS, M.D., General Secretary.

Worcester, April Gth, 1859.

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 1858.

PRESENTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL.
IN obedience to the Laws of this Association, your Committee
proceed to publish a Financial Statement of the receipts and
expenditure for the year ernding December 31st, 1858. The
accounts have been audited by Dr. Melson and Mr. Hadley,
both of Birmingham, who were appointed to perform that

office at the Edinburgh meeting of the society. The statement
of accounts, as examined and found correct by them, is as
follows:

Receipts to December 31st, 1838.
X. s. d.

Subscriptions ............ .......... 1790 8 9
Advertisements, and sale of Journals 645 8 4

2435 17 1

Expenditure to December 31st, 1858.
Balance from 1857 ........ .......... 300 3 6&
Expended in the year 1858 ..... ..... 2429 3 8

2729 7 2i
Receipts 1858 ............ .......... 2435 17 1

Balance due to Treasurer, Jan. 1, 1859.. 293 10 1A

The expenditure for 1858 is made up of the following sums:-
Expenditure for 1858.

Richards (Printing JOURNAL) .... ... 1685 9 0
Honeyman (Sundries) ...... ........ 2 0 0
Davidson (Commission) .2 11 6
Mr. Orrin Smith (Wood Engraver) 3 18 6
Interest at Banker's .. .e . 21 1 9
Salaries; viz.:-Dr. Wynter, Dr. Henry
Mr. Holmes, Dr. Williams, and a Clerk 570 10 0

Secretaries' Sundries ....... ......... 28 17 0
District expenses ; Post-office orders,
Stamped envelopes; Travelling ex-
penses; and Collecting ............ 24 15 11

2429 3 8

These accounts do not seem to your Committee to require
much comment. The financial position of the Association
varies but little from last year. The income and the ex-
penditure for 1858 have been less than for 1857.

It is, however, incumbent upon your Committee to remark
that the income from subscriptions is less by £200 than for
1857. This does not arise from a dliminution in the number of
members; for the number of members was greater in 1858 than
in 1857. It must arise, therefore, from a failure of punctuality
in the payment of the subscriptions. This is a serious evil, and
ought to be remedied.
& Every member should consider, that he receives for his sub-
scription a JOUrRNAL, which costs the Association more than the
guinea subscribed, and this should be an incentive to him
punctually to pay his subscription, which becomes due on the
first of January in each year.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
MONDAY, MARCH 7TH, 1859.

B. G. BABINGTON, M.D., F.R.S., President, in the Chair.
ON THE ADVANTAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM A MORE EXTENDED

SYSTEM OF SANITARY SUPERVISION.
BY HENRY JAMES PAINE, ESQ., OF CARDIFF.

[Read by J. 0. MCWILLAM, M.D.1
THE author commenced by stating that the advantages to be
derived from a more extended system of sanitary supervision
were twofold; viz., those which more especially appertain to
the science of medicine; and those which were of a mixed cha-
racter, partly scientific, and partly of general public interest.
With regard to the first class, Mr. PAINE observed, that the ad-

mirable and well digested Reports of the Registrar-General gave
in detail the mortality of the kingdom, and suggested explana.
tions on various salient points as they presented themselves.
But, as these were of a general character, the information thus
gained, as to the various excitant causes of disease and death
throughout the kingdom, must necessarily be limited, unless
in cases where the occurrence of special circumstances fur-
nished occasion for a more detailed account of such causes; as,
for instance, some peculiarity in the trade or employment fol-
lowed in the district, an unusually high rate of mortality, or
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the outbreak of a violent epidemic, which has occasioned the
em-iployment of an inspector to visit and report upon its sani-
tary condition. Mr. Paine observed, that great assistance
would be rendered to the Registrar-General in the prosecution
of hlis researches, and a great boon conferred upon the medical
profession and the public, bv the existence throughout the
k;ingdom of a regiularly organised staff to vigilarntly watch over

and investigate the death-rate of eaclh district; to report upon
its topography, its commercial and industrial peculiarities, the
general state of its drainage,water-supply, and other conditionls
essential to a proper saniitary status; and to record all circum-
stances adverse to health, in indicating the localities where
epidemic diseases more especially prevail, as well as those
which are comparatively exempt from such diseases, and in
detailing the hygienic agencies wlhich were most useful in com-

bating epidemic visitations.
Mr. Paine considered that the staff might be obtained by the

appointment of local officers of health; or that, if the time has
not yet alrived for the recognition by the legislature and the
public of the true economy of such a measure in life andl
nioney value, the duty might, in the meantime, be confided to
the medical staff of the Poor-law Board, who would for the pre-
sent discharge it for a moderate addition to their present re-
munerationi. In the event of a failure from without to obtain this
aid from either of the above sources, the Epidemiological Societv
should appeal to the profession for their assistance, and suggest
to them the means by wlhicil the desired object could be most
effectually carried out. Mrl. Paine gave a form of table for re-

cording the course and history of epidemic visitations, which,
when filled up from various districts, might be sent to the So-
ciety for arrangement in a concise and statistical order.

Witlh regard to the advantages of a mixed character, Mr.

Paine considered that to the public these would be of great im-
portance, inasmuch as by an acquaintance with the labours of
those enmployed on the field of sanitary inquiry, the public
would be led to recognise the interest which eacch memiiber of
society possessed in the success of such labours. What was

already known by the general public had had the effect of
lessening the opposition to sanitary improvement. Much more

would be done, if, in addition to this general interest, the
attention of each individual were aroused by authentic pub-
lished statements to the peculiar circumstances of his own lo-
cality, its status of health, its death-rate, and the sources of
disease existing there. If the means of preventing and com-

bating diseases were clearly pointed out; if it could be shown
clearly how much the promotion of his own health and that of
his neighbours, as well as the enjoyment of social and moral
comfort, depended upon his own exertion, what a stimulus
would be created for further action.

Mr. Paine next proceeded to demonstrate the effects of
sanitary supervision on the health of Cardiff. The contrast
between the year 1819, and the seven years which preceded it,
was shown.

Seven years
preceding 1849.

Average population 12000
Births (total) - 2432
Deaths - - - 2532
Excess of deaths over birtlhs - 100
Average annual mortality - 362

Mortality per 1000 inhabitants 30
Deaths fiom cholera and diarrh(ra
Percentage of deaths from cholera,

diarrhea, and dysentery, to total
deaths - - - - )

In

1849.
15000

4(i0
759
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50

3901

51

From 1849, the town was placed under the provisions
of the Health of Towns Act. The improvements were
at first, necessarily, only palliative; but, in process of time,
sanitary measures of various kinds were extended, and with
very marked results, so as to reduce the death-rate from 30.95
per 1000 in 1850 to 20.10 in 1858.

As regards the mortality from cholera in the epidemics of
1849 and 1854, respectively, the deaths from cholera in 1849,
with a population of 15,000, were 393; and in 1854, when the
population had risen 26,500, the deaths from this disorder were
201only; or a cholera death-rate of 26.20 per 1000 in the first
peliod, and of 7.64 per 1000 in the latter. Sanitary supervision
was equally effective in diminishing mortality from the fever,
which was seldom if ever absent from Cardiff previous to 1850.
In 1853, the deaths from this disorder were 38; for 1854, 18;
for 1855, 10; for 1856, 15; for 1857, 20; for1858,19. Cardiff
has exhibited during the last five years, a death-rate from fever,
one half below that of the general population of the kingdom.

296

Mr. Paine concluded his paper by stating, that the facts
whicll he had endeavoured to set forth, demonstrate to the pro-
fession the scientific advantages tlhey may attain by extended
sanitary organization; and to the public, that they too, have a
large interest in the development of sanitary progress, calculated
as it is to ensure the preservation of life, the promotion of
health, and to them may be safely added the moral and social
well-being of all classes of the commurnity.

Dr. MILROY observed that he had been an eye-witness of the
remarkable zeal and ability which Mr. Paine devoted to his
duties as the medical officer of health at Cardiff. He bore
willing testimony to the reality of the results described in -Mr.
Paine's paper, anld which were entirely due to the exertions of
that gentleman. Dr. Milroy added, that in all bis experience,
he had nowhere seen the sanitary experiment so faithfuilly and
earnestly carried out, or the beneficial results so well marked,
as at Cardiff. He regarded Cardiff, in its present condition, as a
model worthy of imitation by other towns desirous of the
benefits of sanitary supervision.

Mr. EDWIN CIADWICK considered Mr. Paine's paper as most
valuable, affording as it did a test of what zeal and ability on the
part ofthe medical officer can effect. But observed that, inlder
the present system, we must not expect to see results like those
of M1r. Paine in otne case out of ten; for medical officers were in
general restrained fromii the exercise of free and independent
action. On that account, he was of opinion that medical officers
of health, and union medical officers, to do their duty eff'ectually,
should not be at all dependent upon private practice. MKedical
officers were frequently opposed by owners of cottagres anid other
property, in the right performance of their duty. MIr. Chad-
wick added, that he had been accused of parsimony in dealing
with medical officers, but he repelled the accusation, and hacl
no lhesitation in stating, that the heroism, the disinterestedness,
and zeal of the medical profession, was an honiour, not only to
that profession, but to the times in which we live.

Dr. GREENHOW concurred in all that had been said of Mr.
Paine's paper, because he was of opinion that its views and
results were calculated to give a stimulus to sanitary progress.
The establishment of sanitary measures, as an institution of the
country, could only be effected by enlightening the people, and
not only them, but the House of Commons, in the leading
principles of sanitary science. As it cannot be expected that
with the present remuneration, medical men in practice in pro-
vincial an(d other towns in the counitry, will devote the necessary
time to investigate the causes and statistics of disease, or to
make topographical and other inquiries; it seemed to him ne-
cessary, indee( indispensable, that a staff of responsible officers,
competent for all such duties, should be appointed by the
government.

After some remarks from Dr. BURDON SANDERSON, to the
effect that careful inquiry in the district of Paddington, of which
he was medical officer of health, lhad revealed great neglect of
vaccitnation among children, and that he had in consequence
caused many of these children to be carefully vaccinated ; the
thanks of the society were unanimously accorded to MIr. Paine,
and the meeting adjourned at 10 o'clock.

lOYAL MEIEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
TUESDAY, MARCH 8TH, 1850.

F. C. S:KEY, Esq., President, in the Chair.
0N the motion of Sir CHARLES LoCOCK, seconded by Dr. WER-
STER, a -vote of thianks was unanimously given to the late senior
Secretary, TMr. Spencer Smith.
The PRESIDENT returned thanks for the honour the Society

had done him in electing him to office.
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STATISTICS OF CANCER, COLLECTED

FROM THE RECORDS OF THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.
BY SEPTIM1US W. SIBLEY, ESQ.

This communication was the result of an examination of 519
cases of cancer, with the records of 172 post mortem examina-
tions. The more recent cases had been reported with unifor-
mity and with some degree of fulness; some of the older cases
vere less perfect. The diseases embraced within the limits of
the paper were defined, and distinguished from those which
had been excluded from consideration. A table was then given,
in which the seat of the primary cancer in each of the 519 cases
was exhibited. There were 103 instances in the male, and 416
in the female; amongst the latter there were 191 cases of can-
cer of the breast, and 156 of uterine cancer.
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There were three examples under the age of ten (all males),
and one between the age of ten and twenty. Tables were
given, in which the ages were arranged in decennial periods,
the cases of breast and of uterine cancer being placed in
separate groups. The average age of those attacked with
uterine cancer was 43-28 years; with breast cancer, 4806.
Of the female cancer patients, 83 per cent. either were or had

been married, and amongst the single women the disease oc-
curred oftener in the breast than in the uterus. Of the mar-
ied women, 80 per cent. of the uterine, and 74 per cent. of the

patients with breast cancer, had borne children. The average
number of the births was 5-2 among the former, and 3-89
among the latter. The iinterval between the last pregnancy,
and the proportion attacked before and after the cessation of
the catamenia, were given.
The duration of life (from the first discovery of the disease),

in patients who had not been operated on, varied greatly in the
different classes of cases. In the breast it was 324 months;
in the uterus, 14; in the stomach, 8i ; in the rectum, 34; in
the lip, face, etc., 53; in the penis, 34A; in the bones, 10; in
the labium, 29. These figures were not perfectly comparable,
as in some cases, especially the external cancers, the period
given was the entire duration of the disease, wlhilst in others
(as in the stomach) the period was only that during which the
symptoms were present.
An account was then given of the operations (by the knife) in

cases of cancer of the breast. Thlree patients out of 60 died
from the effects of the operation. The average duration of life
of those who were operated on was 532. months. In com-
paring this with the duration of life in cases in wvhich the dis-
ease was allowed to run its natural course (32 25 months), it
should be remembered that the cases submitted to operation
are more or less selected cases.
As to the hereditary nature of the affectioni, the difficulties

in obtaining accurate information upon this point were first
alluded to. The chief of these was the very imperfect know-
ledge which most people, but more especially hospital patients,
possess of the diseases to which their relatives had been sub-
ject. Out of 305 cases, in which the point had been particu-
larly inquired into, 34 patients remembered to have had a
relation affected with cancer. A table is given of the seat of
the disease in each of the 34 cases, in 17 of which the breast
was the part affected. Tables were also given, in whicih the
degree of relationship of the cancerous relative was shown,
and also the proportion affected on the father's and on the
mother's side. Out of the 34 cases, in six more than one
relative was cancerous, and in one instance (the chief features
of which are mentioned) no fewer than five relatives suffered
from cancer.

Phthisis existed in 50 cancerous families out of 1130.
Similar tables to those before mentioned were given, in which
the degree of kinship was exhibited; it being also noted
whether the disease was on the father's or the muother's
side.
The notes of the 172 post mortem examinations were next

analysed. In the first place, a table was given, in which the
seat of the primary cancer in each instance was exhibited. The
cases were then arranged in the following groups:-1. Cancer
of the breast. 2. Cancer of the uterus. 3. True cancer of
other organs. 4. Epithelial cancer. A series of tables followed,
in which the secondary cancers were enumerated, and the cases
arranged as follows:-a. The disease stlictly local. b. Involv-
ing also the lymphatics of the part. c. Involvirng the lungs
and other parts, the liver being unaffected. d. The liver can-
cerous, the lungs being free from this disease. e. Those cases
in which there were tumours in distant parts of the body, but
both the lungs and liver were free from the disease. In eachl
form of the affection, a list of the non-cancerous diseases found
in the bodies of the cancer patients was appended.
The bearing of the foregoing facts on the mode in which

cancer is disseminated throughout the body was next alluded
to, three distinct modes of multiplication being recognised: 1st,
the growth of tumours in the imnmediate neighbourhood of the
cancer; 2nd, the development of cancee in the lymphatics of
the part; 3rd, the formation of cancerous tumours in distant
parts of the body.

In regard to the cachexia, it was noticed that this condition
only became developed as the ulceration and sloughing ex-
tended, and could not be attributed to pre-existing changes in
the condition of the blood of the patient. In liearly all in-
stances the patient died from the ordinary effects of ulceration,
or from the interference with vital functions.

VarIixmtntaa 0Jntdh1Xcnat.
HOUSE OF COMMONS,-Thursday, March 31st, 1859.

LOCAL ASSESSMENTS EXEMPTION
ABOLITION BILL.

General BITCKLEY inquired of the Home Secretary what
course it was his intention to take with regard to this Bill.

Mr. S. ESTCOURT said that the claims put forward by chari-
table, scholastic, and literary institutions, to exemption from
local assessments, had been very numerous. Many of these
institutions had represented that if they were obliged to pay
any rates at all, their means of usefulness would be either
totally put an end to, or very much circumscribed; and, after
hearing several deputations which had waited upon him on
the subject, he was persuaded that he should not be able
to induce the House to pass this Bill in its present shape.
[Hear, hear.] There now lay before him two courses-either
practically still to preserve as a principle of universal applica-
tion the liability to rating, or to withdraw the Bill, and deal
only with thlat part of the subject which related to public
institutions and public buildings, in which case he thought
the proper course would be to proceed by means of a Royal
Commission.

Tuesday, April 5th, 1859.
POOR-LAW MEDICAL CHARITIES (IRELAND) ACT

AMENDMENT BILL.
The order for the further proceeding with this Bill was

also discharged.

WVednesday, April 6th, 1859.
NAVAL MEDICAL SUPPLEMENTAL FUND.

Sir S. NORTHCOTE, for Mr. Cormy, moved for and obtained
leave to bring in a Bill to continue the Act for the regulation
of the Annuities and Premiums of the Naval Medical Sup-
plemental Fund Society.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

* In thtese lists, an a8terisk is prefixed to the names of M1embers of the
Association.

BIRTHS.
HAWIINS. On Mareb 31st, at 36, Colet Place, Commercial
Road, the wife of J. Stilwell Hawkins, Esq., Surgeon, of
a son.

HENDERSON. On April 3rd, at Ramsgate, the wife of T. A.
Henderson, MI.D., of a daughter.

KNAGGS. On April 3rd, at Brompton, Kent, the wife of Henry
Knaggs, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon 59th Regiment, of a
daughter.

MANN. On March 30th, at Manchester, the wife of *R. Man-
ners Mann, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.

SHAW. On Marcll 31st, at Meissen House, Upper Clapton,
the wife of Archibald R. Shaw, M.D., of a son.

SMITH. On April 5th, at Great Hadham, Herts, the wife of
Frederick Moore Smith, MI.D.. of a daughter.

THOMPSON. On April 2nd, at 16, Wimpole Street, the wife of
*Henry Thompson, M.B., F.R.C.S., of a son.

MARRIAGES.
COLLINS-WIEHE. Collins, Francis, M.D., Assistant Surgeon

1st Battalion Her Majesty's 5th Fusiliers, to Olympe
Amelie, eldest dauglhter of P. A. Wiehe, Esq., of Port
Louis, Mauritius, on January 12th.

HALL-GIBBS. Hall, F. Russell, Esq., Surgeon, Cambridge,
to Mary, eldest daughter of the late James Gibbs, Esq., of
Mount Street, Grosvenor Square, at Weldreth, on April 2nd.

SIDNEY-CAIRD. Sidney, Henry Marlow, Esq., King's Dragoon
Guards, to Ellen Julia, eldest daughter of William Caird,
Esq., Surgeon, of Exeter, at the Cathedral, Madras, on
February 25th.
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